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Steve Willlamson’'s

Trout Tales

Special Interest
Articles:

* Winter is almost
here!

» Winter tours and
specials for
regulars

Wanted

Sponsors,
small and
large for
March 2012
Lake
Jindabyne
Fishing
Competition

Please contact
me if you can
help does
NOT have to
be fishing
related
product!

RIVERS CLOSED TO
FISHING FROM 13"
JUNE 2011

Reopen October.

JUST A REMINDER

This newsletter does not
contain any fishing
reports — for the very
latest updates you need
to either go to my web
site or subscribe to my
weekly fishing reports by
e-mailing me with a
request to be placed
onto my Fishing Report
e-mail list.

Steve Williamson’s Trout Fishing Adventures.

May is the last month
of the fishing season for
me and it's normally
pretty quite so | am
looking forward to a
break over June after
what has been a very
unusual season with
high lake levels and
good river levels but
overall much cooler
weather also.
The fact

(possibly) spawning
rainbow trout moved
into the Thredbo River
a couple of months
early was very strange
but they might just be
catching up on lost time
now that the drought is
over. More brown trout
are also moving into the
river now and that's
normal. They are all
hard to catch at the
moment given the lower
and clearer water but if
we get rain then things
will change and the

that the

fishing will pick up.

On the lake the water
has dropped a little but
is still very high and
one must wonder just
how low it will go this
winter?

Could be in for an
exceptionally high lake
this spring if we have a
wet and snowy winter.
The Thredbo River
rules change this month
with only one fish over
50cm being allowed to
be kept per day per
angler and this allows
the better conditioned
spawners to breed. Of
course the rivers close
totally to fishing from
the 13" June and by
then it will be time for
me to have a holiday

after a busy season.
Over winter | will be
operating tours from
July and if you are a
regular with me you get
an extra hours fishing
FREE when you make
a booking during July
and August. Book 4
hours and only pay for
3!

I will only be carrying
out boat trolling,
spinning and bait
fishing tours the next

two months, but fly
fishing lessons  for
beginners will be

available on the lake.
Below —

Water level still up to
the top of the camping
area on the 1% May.




What about
Australian
children going
though
hardships?

Steve’s Monthly Whinge!

Do you believe this?
I just don’t know
what to say about
this but | would love
to hear your
comments!

Wik

GOVERNMENT

Industry &
Investment

Fishing workshop for
Asylum Seekers and
Refugee children
Industry & Investment
NSW will host a fishing
workshop  for  asylum
seekers and refugee
children in  south-west
Sydney this weekend.

The workshop will be run
in conjunction with the
Australian  League  of
Immigration  Volunteers
(ALIV) and will involve
more than 40 children, ten

parents and 30
volunteers.

&I NSW Fisheries
Community Relations

Manager George Mannah
said fishing was a relaxing
and healthy activity that
crosses all language and
cultural boundaries.

“This fishing workshop will
allow families and children

who have experienced
hardship to try their hand
at fishing for the first time
and enjoy a day out with
people in the same
situation as themselves,”
Mr Mannah said.

“The workshop will cover
fishing safety,
conservation, rules and
regulations, rigging and
gear, baiting and casting,
fish identification and how
to clean, gut and prepare
fish and will include
lunch.”

“And the children will
receive a rod and reel,
and some fisheries
educational material,” he
said.

Mr Mannah said expert
Fisheries staff and
Fishcare Volunteers will
lead the practical parts of
the workshop, with an
emphasis on safety and
sustainablilty.

CEO of ALIV’'s Sydney
programs, Cathy Crane,
said her organisation
provides recreational and
developmental programs
for asylum seeker and
refugee  children and
families struggling to cope
with the immigration and
settlement process.

Beginner Fly Fishing Weekends

My beginner fly weekends
are complete now until after
winter.

In May it just gets too cold so
we look forward now to
spring and water weather.
For those that may be
interested this weekend
takes you from the very
beginning of rigging up and
covers both lake and river

fishing techniques. If your
interested then send me an
e-mail and | will send you a
complete itinerary and
booking sheets.

As always numbers are
limited.

If you can get 6 people
together you can always
book a private fly fishing
weekend.

“This fishing workshop is a
great opportunity for these
families to have a fun day
out together as a family
unit,” said Ms Crane.
“They can also enjoy
some sights of Sydney
and learn some new
skills.”

The workshop is part of a
state-wide program run by
I& NSW and supported
by funds from the NSW
Recreational Fishing
Trust.

Media contact: Sarah
Wright 0427 075 167

I would like to do a
pole for my next
newsletter.

Do you think your
fishing licence money
should be spent on
the asylum seekers?
Or

Would you rather the
money be spent to
give Australian
disadvantaged
children a
experience?

fishing

Have your say.
swtrout@airlan.com.au

Again e-mail me if you're
interested and | will custom a
fly fishing course to suit your
needs.

One day courses are also
available and we even
tailored corporate fly fishing
events to your needs.

Next weekend course will be
22" and 23" October 2011




Change of government leaves some unanswered questions about recreational fishing

Reprinted with permission from Council or Freshwater Fishing — ‘Freshwater fisher May 2011”

The government has changed in NSW and for recreational anglers things have not turned out quite as expected.

Before the election Barry O’Farrell repeatedly said that his shadow ministry would form the ministry if the Coalition won
government and anglers expected Duncan Gay, fisheries shadow minister for many years when in opposition, to become the
minister responsible for the fisheries portfolio. However Duncan Gay has instead been appointed Minister for Roads and
Ports, and the new Minister for Primary Industries (which still includes fisheries) is Katrina Hodgkinson, the Member for
Burrinjuck.

Before the election Duncan Gay said that the enormous Primary Industries portfolio would be separated and that fisheries
would once again stand alone as a separate department. He also said that a parliamentary secretary for recreational fishing
would be appointed. None of this has happened.

Freshwater Fisher has written to the new Minister asking her about the changes and how other recreational fishing issues will
now be handled. After a couple of weeks a reply has not been received, but you can read our questions by clicking here. We
look forward to publishing the Minister’'s response when we receive it.

On the Labor opposition benches, Tony Kelly has become the shadow minister for fisheries in his role as the Shadow
Minister for Resources and Primary Industries. However he is also Shadow Minister for Roads and Ports, Shadow Minister
for Tourism, Major Events, Hospitality and Racing, as well as Leader of the Opposition in the Legislative Council. In our
experience Tony Kelly is a good operator and sympathetic to regional issues and to recreational anglers' needs, but with
such an extensive range of responsibilities it is hard to imagine that recreational fishing will get much attention.

Other changes that will affect recreational anglers include the demise of the Department of Environment, Climate Change
and Water. Most of its functions are now looked after by the Office of Environment and Heritage, which is now part of the
Department of Premier and Cabinet. And marine parks will be the joint responsibility of the Minister for Primary Industries
(Katrina Hodgkinson) and the Minister for the Environment (Robyn Parker).

The Shooters and Fishers Party got about 3.7% of the votes and still have Robert Brown and Robert Borsak in the Upper
House. The Shooters and Fishers Party has an agenda that supports recreational angling but New South Wales Premier
Barry O'Farrell says he won’t be doing any deals with them just because they have such influence over issues in the
delicately balanced Upper House, especially on their proposals for hunting in national parks. (The Shooters and Fishers
Party reportedly want hunting access to 29 national parks to cull feral animals and deer. They are also campaigning for bow
hunting for carp to be made legal.)

In media reports in early April Mr O'Farrell ruled out doing any deals saying ‘The New South Wales Liberals and Nationals
are not going to turn our national parks into hunting reserves.’

The Fishing Party got just 1.3% of the votes counted and didn’t get anyone elected.

The outcome of many pre-election promises can’t be predicted—especially as the Coalition government now claims there is
a $5.2 billion black hole in the State’s finances. It's anyone’s guess as to how this situation will affect recreational fishing
issues, but at this stage it looks like recreational fishing won’t be high on the agenda for the government, nor for the
opposition.

Change to fishing rules for Thredbo River.

Did you know- No bait fishing

in the Thredbo

From 1% May the =vierl

rules for the
Thredbo River
change to 1 fish
over 50cm ONLY
per day.

River closes
to ALL fishing
at midnight
Monday 11"
June 2011



https://promo-manager.server-secure.com/ch/4760/rvwjfj/350616/7021817pth.pdf

WE HIRE :

Rods — spin & fly
Downriggers
Lead lines
Sounders
Trolling motors
Electric Motor
Fly Vests

Fly Jackets
Waders

Landing nets

The very popular Snowy
Mountains fly fishing
weekend is a great way
for those that have just
learnt to fly fish or those
that want to learn more
about the best locations in
the Snowy Mountains and
how to fish them.

Over the weekend we
head off to as many
locations we can close by
and learn how to fish the

location and then have a
fish and then onto a new
location.

If you want to learn how to
get to more locations this
is your chance to explore
some of my favourite
spots.

The whole weekend is
spent on the water
(weather permitting) and
you get to learn some of
the secrets to catching

more trout from the
experts.

There is a very strict
number of places
available and | am already
taking bookings so be
quick if you want a place.
Special accommodation
deals are also available.
Positions now available
for November 2011

Somebody buy me a lodge, please!

Brian and Anne Henderson set up
The Mowamba River Lodge at 219
Frost Creek Lane, Jindabyne
(Jindabyne Fly Fishing School)
some years ago and are keen to sell.
The granite and cedar lodge is
built over two levels and has six
bedrooms, a character filled
lounge/dining area with a huge
fireplace as well as a large
conference room.

“Most bedrooms have ensuite
bathrooms and there are
spectacular views from the
wraparound balcony, which can
be accessed from many of the
bedrooms,”

“The lodge can comfortably

entertain up to 12 persons and
the facilities include a modern
kitchen, a games room, ski
storage, drying room and
laundry. The lodge also has
facilities for the disabled with
wheelchair entrance and a
disabled bathroom.”

The Hendersons had discovered
the property more than a decade
ago and had created an idyllic
riverfront getaway.

“They are fly fishing experts and
they were looking for the right
location for many years to start
up a fly fishing school,”

“The Mowamba River is one of

the main tributaries of the Snowy
River and the junction with the
Snowy is only a short walk from
the property. Zoni ng p
development of a facility with up to
55 beds while t
opportunity to
accommodation. o
The lodge is being auctioned at the
Ray White Corporate in-room
auctions in Sydney on Friday, May
20, 2011, with more than $1.5
million expected

Further enquiries: Richard
Pembroke Mb: 0419 222 357

Jindahyne’s Complete Tackle Hire Service

There is no doubt that
Steve Williamson'’s Tackle
shop has the largest
range of trout fishing
tackle for hire possibly in
all of Australia.

We specialise in hire and
even have a 2hp outboard
motor in case your motor
trolls too fast or you're
trolling motor breaks down
and yes we also have a
transom mount electric
motor for hire as well.

For the fly angler we have
everything you could want

including a fly vest fully
equipped with all
accessories to make your
days fishing as easy as it
gets.

We even have vests for
spin anglers and can also
provide lures on a ‘you
loose you pay’ basis.

If the fish are deep then
we can rent you a lead
core line or a downrigger
when the trout are at their
deepest in the summer
months.

- /’/ 1




For the first time ever Gaden has released a report
on activities for the hatchery which they must be
congratulated on because | am not sure they
previously were aware just how many people that
would like to know the current situation at the
hatchery is.

Anyhow | am sure you will be interested in this so
enjoy the read!

GADEN TROUT HATCHERY

MANAGERG® S REPORT

March 2011

General Hatchery Overview

March was another cool month with several freshes in the Thredbo
River due to Gaden receiving 115.8mm of rain. Water
temperatures also remained cool and all fish stock appear to be in
excellent condition.

Final releases of fingerlings to impoundments and streams to
approved waterways were completed by staff for this
release/production year. Kydra/Kybeyan, Cooma and Yass'’s
branches assisted Gaden staff by conducting releases of allocations
for their desired waterways with the utilisation of Gaden transporters
and/or oxygen cylinders and regulator. The efforts of those
involved were appreciated.

After completion of all approved waterways an excess of 7,500
Rainbow Trout and 4,000 Brown trout fingerlings was evident. As a
consequence an additional 2,500 rainbow Trout were released to
Burrenjuck Dam and the remaining browns and Rainbows stocked
into Blowering Dam. This stocking event occurred en route to
collect the Narrendera Truck which is required for liberation of adult
fishing clinic and excess to production requirement brood stock.
The 2+ Rainbow Trout fishing clinic pond was harvested during the
month. Interestingly, this pond is adjacent to the pond containing
Brook Trout which cormorants decimated earlier in the year. From
the initial 600 fish stocked 250 viable females were collected and
relocated to another pond for production use later this year and a
further 270 fish (both males and females) harvested and transferred
to the circulars for release during the month. It would appear that
cormorant activity was negligible in this pond especially when
considering the removal of fish for fishing clinics however cormorant
deterrants on both ponds are identical.

Routine duties such as required EPA samples have been collected
for both monthly sampling and additional pond discharges as per
permit conditions during the month.

Pest control contracts have been modified and adjusted for
utilisation on a needs basis in addition to normal administrative
requirements and purchases such as fish feed order and site
supplies.

Where possible, water supplies to disused ponds have been turned
off in the ground to reduce the probability of frost damage to
valves/ballcocks during the upcoming months. Scour valves have
been regularly opened due to the constant flooding events in the
Thredbo River.

Staff from the Office of Water, NSW Department of Environment,
Climate Change and Water have been on site conducting
invertebrate sampling in the Thredbo River on numerous occasions
throughout the month.

Leon Minors, Project Officer, Snowy River Rehabilitation indicated
that funding for proposed tree eradication and chemical application
on the Thredbo River banks (hatchery grounds) has been withdrawn
this year. This has meant that hatchery staff will conduct some
minor work such as blackberry spraying until further funding is

received to complete this program.
Trent Wilson attended the site to assist with some areas of
the procedures manual and assist with compilation of
same. A quote will be requested from local surveyor to
alter current site plans, which haven’t been executed as
drawn or significant modifications to infrastructure or
building have occurred to require amendment of current
‘aged’ plans.
Maintenance
Hatchery staff are liasing with contractors to complete
tasks required prior to the onset of frosts or around fish
movements and pond harvesting. Water to the site will be
required to be turned off to enable installation of new pond
valves and other annual pre spawning tasks will be
completed in the next few weeks prior to the new
production year. Other annual services to plant and
equipment such as tractors, generators, filter unit, silt trap,
permanent fish trap, electrical tagging and the like will be
completed in the near future.
During the month staff removed excess timber, sand and
debri from the permanent fish trap structure with more
remedial work to be completed on the “Park side’ prior to
use in June. The boundary fence adjacent to the trap was
replaced during the month due to flood damage.
Issues involving the ride on mower and replacement of
same are yet to be resolved. After speaking with dealers it
is anticipated that the cost of repair (if at all possible) could
be $4000 and replacement of the unit prior to next year is
requested. Quotes are being obtained regarding
changeover/trade in pricing from numerous potential
vendors.
Staff will also attempt to reconstruct the battered stone
site discharge point in the picnic area (with concrete) in the
next month due to possible OH&S concerns raised about
exposed or removed rocks from the walls due to flood
damage. This repair will occur when time permits (around
other hatchery tasks) and if funding allows.
Staff
Mark Jefcoate returned from 6 weeks leave on 21 March
2011 then Mr Kevin Byrne commenced 2 weeks
recreational leave. Mark Duffy has been employed to
cover this period of absence.
Kelly reader attended a Snowy Mountains Tourism
conference with regard to Newspaper editorials and
networking skills.
Stocks on hand / fish movements
As previously mentioned all approved fingerling stockings
have been completed to both streams and impoundments.
Atlantic salmon
400 fingerlings - future brood stock

155 1+

160 2+

90 3+

60 4+

30 5+
Staff selected and fin clipped 400 fingerlings for brood
stock. The remaining 1500 fingerlings were released to
Lake Jindabyne.
The 1+ Atlantic Salmon have also been harvested with the
fish suitable future production transferred to another fry
pond and the remaining 40 released to Lake Jindabyne.
Brook trout

550 fingerlings - future brood stock

17 1+

20 2+
Brook trout sales continued until late in the month however
have now ceased due to the impending production season.
750 fingerlings were sold for $594.00 income.
Staff have also selected 350 fingerlings for future brood
stock retained a further 200 fingerlings for transportation to




Dutton Hatchery to reduce the possible effects of cormorant
activity in the future. The excess 2,000 fingerlings were
released to Lake Jindabyne on 24 March 2011.

Prices for sales for next year have been approved by
management for increase.

November/December $50 per 100 and $25
packaging fee

January $75 per 100 and $50 packaging
fee

February $100 per 100 + $50

March $125 per 100 + $50
April $150 per 100 + $50

Brown trout

All fingerlings were released as per approved stocking
schedule. An excess of 4,000 brown fingerlings were released
into Blowering Dam, which were surplus to the stocking
commitments.

Released as fingerlings

1,000 Snowy River, Dalgety — 2 sites
2,000 Tumut River

800 Bobundra Creek — 2 sites
1200 MacLaughlin River — 3 sites
800 Kydra River — 2 sites

1200 Kybeyan river — 2 sites

1000 Molong River, Captains Flat

2,000 Swampy Plains River — Khancoban Pondage — 2 sites
4,000 Swampy Plains River

1,000 Badja River — 2 sites

4,000 Blowering Dam

Rainbow trout
1,000 fingerlings future fishing clinic
600 1+ future fishing clinic
250 2+
female ex-fishing clinic

The Calcien marked fish were euthanased during the month.

The 1+ future fishing clinic were also sorted and the excess
released.

400 rainbow trout fingerlings were sold to Ecotox Service
Australia, Lane Cove for research purposes creating revenue of
$380.50.

Fingerling releases

2,000 Tumut River, Tumut

6,000 Goodradigbee River — Brindabell/Wee Jasper 3 sites
6,000 Swampy Plains River

7,500 Burrenjuck Dam

3,000 Murrumbidgee River, Childowla

5,000 Blowering dam

Due to a surplus of rainbow trout in excess to approved
stockings an additional 2500 were stocked into Burrenjuck Dam.
This was due to the limitations of carryng capacity of the fish
transporter. The remaining 5,000 excess were stocked into
Blowering dam.

Adult releases

1+ 50 Lake Williams
100 Lake Jerrabombera
200 Coolumbooka W eir
50 Lake Crackenback
2+ 50 Lake Jerrabombera
100 Coolumbooka W eir
100 Lake Crackenback

Tourist Centre — Events - Revenue

Visitor numbers — 593 visitors ( 77 self guide — 393 on tour
groups) attending for guided tours with a monthly income of
$3,592. Merchandise sales now include the sale of cryvac
smoked trout. Accordingly NSW Food Authority and local
council have been advised of the intended sales as is a
requirement.

Fish sales totalled $974.50 for the month with Rainbow Trout
sales of $380.50 and Brook Trout sales of $594.00.

BBQ monies for the past year were collected and $60.00
banked.

A yabby has been re introduced to the aquarium display with
subsequent administrative requirements completed regarding
the Exhibited animals Protection Act.

The DVD production is progressing with quotes received for
reshooting, editing, music and graphics with probable additional
expense for voice over. These have been referred to the
required parties.

The annual Allocations meeting for next production/stocking
year is to be held at Cronulla on Wednesday 6 April 2011

Garry Green
A/Manager

Gaden Trout Hatchery
4 April 2011




Exploring Khancoban - next trip November 2011.

This weekend is being set up for those fly anglers that would like to explore the other side of the Snowy Mountains. As many

rivers, steams and lakes will be explored over the weekend as we can, but at a relaxed pace to ensure you also have time to take
in the beauty of the Khancoban area.
You do not have to be an expert fly angler as instruction will be provided for those that still need some help and | can also provide
all rods, reels and tackle if required.

Next DATES are- 18th, 19th and 20th November 2011

Starting from my new
season I will be
providing certificate
fishing courses with the
aid of the Professional
Fishing Instructors and
Guides Association.

This is all made possible
through my Registered

Training Provider — Risk
Response and Rescue.
All courses have now
been Government
audited and | am ready
to roll from the new
season.

My Fly fishing course
will be the start of the
program with a
Certificate 2 and a

Certificate 3 now
available.

Other courses will also
follow suit and

announcements of what

Photo of the Month

other courses will be
made as they come on
line.

These courses will make
it easier for any one to
enter the recreational
fishing industry.

If you want to work in a
tackle shop, in the
wholesale industry or
even to a fishing guide
level we all have all
these courses available
by the end of the year.
This is exciting news for
me personally as | have

Numbers are limited to 6 people only.

been working on these
courses for many, many
years. Prices and
availability will also be
announced in
newsletters shortly

If you want to know
more about the courses
please e-mail me and |
will keep you up to date
with future
developments.

e ERISK
C EERESPONSEe +
rEEREescue

Liam Hall
(pictured with is
sister Elisa)
loves his fishing
and here he is
with a good size
rainbow trout
caught over the
Easter break.




Steve Williamson's
Trout Fishing
Adventures and
Tackle Shop

Shop 1 Snowline
Centre, Kosciuszko
Road Jindabyne
NSW 2627

PHONE:
02 64561551

FAX:
02 64572991

E-MAIL:
swtrout@airlan.com
.au

We're on the Web!
See us at:
www.swtroutfishing.
com.au

This newsletter is sponsored by -

Shop News

With  Easter and
Anzac weekend now
over the shop returns
to normal but we do
have some left over
specials that we are
going to keep until the
June long weekend.
With not long before
stock take we have
an excess of rods and

GIFT CERTIFICATES

Remember all it takes is a
phone call and a credit
card to have a
personalised gift
certificate sent.

Gift certificates are valid
until they are used and
you only have to pay for

About Our Organization..

Steve Williamson’s
Fishing Adventures
operates 364 days a year
and we specialise in
teaching anglers and non
anglers the art of trout
fishing on Lake Jindabyne
and surrounding rivers
and streams.

Tasmanian Devil®

Wwigstion s Lures Australia

&hillies

reel combos and
some excellent buys
on fly combos.

In August this year |
intend to go to the
Fishing Tackle
Wholesale Show and
so my thoughts are
that we sell off stock
that is slow moving so
that there is some
money for tackle

any price increases that
may occur if the certificate
is not taken with in 12
months of the purchase
date.

You can always organise
a gift certificate and have
the recipient call us at a
later date to customize

From simple methods like
bait and spin fishing to
more complicated
methods like boat trolling
and fly fishing.

Large groups and
corporate groups are our
specialty.

HIGH PERFORMANCE

show specials in
August as well as any
new products that |
might see whilst at
the show.

So drop in when
down as we do still
have some good
specials.

their own trip.

Gift certificates can be
sent by post or e-mailed
SO you can print it out
yourself, if you need one
in a hurry.

Just give us a call during
shop hours on -

02 64561551

Whatever your needs just
give us a call and allow us
to quote for any fishing trip
you might have in mind.
We also teach saltwater
fishing techniques on the
south coast of NSW at
Merimbula and Pambula.

If you want to be a sponsor of ‘Steve Williamson’s Trout Tales’, have a regular feature on you
business in Trout Tales and on my web site, talk about your new products, and get your message
out to over 500,000 people, then give me a call or an e-mail and | will be happy to talk to you.



